Cat ¥ We-/4/ . . Date
Building Name: Berlin Variety

Public/Private Access
S ————

Description:

The Berlin Variety Store is located on the north east-
erly corner of the intersection of Pitts and N. Main Sts.
Originally brick faced, the rectangular 2-story building 1is
now covered on the pr1nc1pa1 facades with form stone but
retain its early decorative elements. Plate glass show win-
dows with dual lite transoms on the commercial level have
remained intact in wood frames. Two wooden bay windows on
the second floor of the Pitts St. facade are also in place.
They are sheathed in tongue and groove vertical siding and
are roofed with scalloped wooden shingles. Two stamped
sheet metal cornices, one marking the juncture of the first
and second floors and the other at the roof line, remailin on
the building. The lower one is a simple modillion cornice
and 1s set just above a canvas awning. The roof line cornice
is more elaborate having brackets faced with acanthus leaves,
modillions and a frieze of swags and rosettes beneath egg
and dart moulding.

The windows of the second floor and 1/1 and originally
had segmental arches formed by double rows of headers. The
flat roof is concealed behind the cornice. The building
presently is in a good state of repair.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT -—DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOoD —RUINS —_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Berlin Variety Store is located on the north easterly
corner of the intersection of Pitts and N. Main Sts. Originally
brick faced, the rectangular 2-story building is now covered on
the principal facades with form stome but retain its early decora-
tive elements. Plate glass show windows with dual lite transoms
on the commercial level have remained intact in wood frames.

Two wooden bay windows on the second floor of the Pitts St.

facade are also in place. They are sheathed in tongue and groove
vertical siding and are roofed with scalloped wooden shingles.

Two stamped sheet metal cornices, one marking the juncture of the
first and second floors and the other at the roof line, remain

on the building. The lower one is a simple modillion cornice and

is set just above a canvas awning. The roof line cornice is more
elaborate having brackets faced with acanthus leaves, modillions and
a frieze of swags and rosettes beneath egg and dart moulding.

The windows of the second floor are 1/1 and originally had seg-
mental arches formed by double rows of headers. The flat roof is
concealed behind the cornice. The building presently 1is in a

good state of repair.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—-1900- —__COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Berlin Variety Store contributes as a pivotal struc-
ture to the commercial district. Its location, affording
facades on two principal streets, makes it an essential
element of the streetscape. It is related by scale and design
to the original buildings of the district. Although perma
stone has been applied to the building, it retains integrity
as a late 19th century commercial building. The original
ground floor windows, two stamped metal cornices, and wood

sided bay windows remain intact.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EUJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ess than one

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Site 141 on survey map.

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Kenneth T. Pribanic, Consultant August 1979
ORGANIZATION DATE
Mayor and Council
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
10 Williams Street 301-641-2770
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Berlin MD

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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FWH 402/570 conveyed by Mabel P. and William R.
Disharoon to Jack Dunlap

CWN 6/171 conveyed to William R. Disharoon from Charles
W. Richardson, executor of LW & T of Charlotte E. Furbush

Conveyed to Edward S. Furbush from:

1-23-99 FHP 11/511 from Emory E. Bell
1-24-99 FHP 11/512 from Calvin B. Taylor
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PART 1 EVALUATIOH OF SIGRIFICANCE
nene oF properTy. Disharoun Eldc. or B_er'l'i.n_)'ariety Store or Renaissance Plaza

foaress o poseny Sieer_COTNEr of Pitts and Main Streets
jaliele]

Ty _Le rlin County _Vorcester S:ate __r_‘:ém_ﬁ_ﬂd___ 215 Cooe 21 1
Name of histonic disinct 1n which propeny 1s located Berlin Commercial District

1.

2 DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:
(see insiructions for map and photograph requirements—use reverse side if necessary)

Z-story brick bearing wall building with later one-story lean to addition, pressed
tin cornice, twe wood frame bay windows with cedar shingles and vertical beaded
groove sicding and 4 storefronts with original framing; original interior features
3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: have not remainec
wse reverse sige if necessary) The building first appears on a deed for the property in 1200 and is
recorded as having been built by Ned Furbush who also built a similar building on another
downtown corner during Berlin's major building and development period

Date of construction (4 xnown) ] 900 ¥Ongxnai site T Moved Date of alterations tf known) _ ? S
4. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER:
name __Renaissance Plaza Partnership -
swee:__P. 0. Box 85 _
City Berlin, siae_ Md. Zp Cooe_glel},

Tetephone Number {gunng day) Area Coce
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The structure O appears 0 does not appear to meet Nationa! Regrster Criteria for Evatuation (36 CFR 606) and J will hkely Jwiil not be nominated to the Natiora
Regrster in accord with the Department of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60)

The structure i1s jocated in a district which 3D appears D does not appear to meet National Register Criteria for Evaication (35 CFR 60 6). = will hikely 7 will not be nom™
nated to the Nationa! Register in accord with Depariment o! the interior procedures {36 CFR60). and D appears  does not anpear 10 contribuie 10 the character of §2 =
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.= section 167 o' the Internal Revenue Cooe of 1854 '
T 1s heredy ce-t:fiec a hisiornc structure
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7. Deccripuon Ho- )
Ccndilion Check one Check one
excelient delerioraled ____ unallered —__ original site
>d ____ruins allered —_ moved date __» -
el unexposed

! Describe the present and original (if known) physical appezarance

The Berlin (burl'in) Commercial District is located on Maryland's Eastern Shore, zbout
ceven miles inland from Ocean City, in an area historically a crossroad of travel.
gerlin developed late in the 18th century from a livery stable and coach stop on the old
Burleigh Plantation. After the arrival of the reilroad in the 1870s, Berlin became a
rarketplace for agricultural products and later a rest stop for rail passengers on the
way to the coastal resort of Ocean City.

Presently, the Berlin Commercial District is a ccntiguous district composed primarily
of late 19th century commercial buildings. PApproximately 47 small-scaled, one-to-three
story buildings occupy both sides of the main thoroughfare and its secondary artericls
forming visually cohesive and pleasing streetscapes. The majority of the buildings
contributing to the historic architectural cherecter of the district are constructed
in the row fashion, having party or common walls. Elements comnon to most of the
buildings are similarity in scale, setback from thes treet, use, construction materials,
fenestration, and use of the flat roof. Architectural embellishment of the buildings is
achieved in one of two ways. Many of the buildings have corbelled cornices articulated
in a manner that makes them unique among commercial buildings of similar age located in
nearby towns. Bricks laid in a sawtooth pattern above the corbels are tihe distinguishing
element of these buildings. The other form of decoration used is the stamped metal
¢ " sice; seven buildings in the district retain their original metal cornices. Another
f..ture that was common to many of the buildings of the district was an overhanging &awning
that sheliered the pedestrian walks along both sides of the sireet. Tocay about 17 build-
jngs have either a metal or canvas awning sheltering the sidewalks.

Approximately 33% of the buildings dating from the initial phase of construction
jn 1895-1905, remain in original or near original conditions. Alterations to some building
have been sympathetic to the character of the original fabric, while others have been
less sensitive to the integrity of the buildings. The modifications are essentially
of two types: the construction of an addition, usually to the rear of a building and
resulting in a fairly permanent change; or the application of stucco, steel cladding,
or perma-stone to the principal facade, a treatment whose effects are not totally
jrreversible. Some of the buildings that have had novelty siding or stucco applied
are actually two or three individual buildings whose facades have been unified through
the new treatment. -

The newer buildings of the commercial area, those constructed after the initial
development phase, are located on the perimeter of the core buildings and are of a
different scale and variety of materials and have been excluded from the boundaries of
the present district.

List of buildings in Berlin Commercial District

Code: Building number refers to accompanying map
Category of buildings P - pivotal C - contributing I - intrusion

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1.
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Building Berlin Varjety
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Berlin Variety, Berlin
Commercial Distrigt

Berlin, MD

Kenneth T. Pribanic

August 1979

MD Histdrical Tryst

Looking East

Photo 3, Bldg 6
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